An extraordinary
young man died
{en years ago,
leaving his family,
teammates.and
friends with many
fond memories

John Crumpacker, a member of The Examiner sports
staff since 1977, was a student at UC-Berkeley during the
Joe Roth era and covered the quarterback as a reporter
for the Daily Californian. He has eovered Cal football and
basketball for The Examiner since 1981,

By John Crumpacker
COF THE EXAMINER STAFF

NE DAY RECENTLY, investment banker
Jack Clark got into his car and turned on the
radio, He was instantly jolted by a powerful
sense of sweet sadness, The song on the radio
£ was "Miracles” by Jefferson Starship.

“It was the song they played at his funeral,” Clark
said.

His funeral. Joe Roth's funeral. Feh. 22, 1977, three
days after this extraordinary young man had died of
cancer at 21.

1 bet there's not a lot of guys on the team that don’t
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Joe Roth, as an All-American
quarterback at Cal, right and
below. At left, Roth and agent
Leigh Steinberg, right, relax on the
beach in Honolulu before the 1977
Hula Bowl. Roth died six weeks
later

think of Joe when they hear that song," said Clark, an
offensive tackle on the 1976-77 California football teams.

A LIFE TCOO SHORT

Those who knew Joe Roth, the gifted quarterback at
the University of California, think of him often, although
the 10th anniversary of his death, Feb. 18, caught many
by surprise.

“It’s still not one of my favorite subjects to talk about,”
said Fred Besana, a quarterback who competed with —
and lost out to — Roth for the starting job in 1975,

“All of a sudden I'm not so happy,” said Ted Albrecht,
an otherwise sanguine man who was a teammate of Roth
in 1975-76. "But he doesn’t make you sad for very long
when you start to think about him.”

Bob Warner, a teammate and close friend of Roth's,
said, "“You think of what might have happened if Joe had
lived.”

The Joe Roth who died on Feb. 18, 1977, of malignant

melanoma, an especially virulent form of cancer, is not
the one people prefer to remember. But final images are
often the most lasting ones, and those close to Roth will
never forget the awful sight of a once robust young man
consumed by cancer.

“He needed help getting up, going to the bathroom,”
Warner said. “It was sad to see someone who once was
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Joe Roth remembered, 10 years after his dea

—From C-1
healthy all of a sudden on his death
bed." ) ;
©CWith death certain, Joe Roth
chose to leave the UC Medical Cen-
ter in 8an Francisco, where he had
been hospitalized on Feb, 11, and
die at home, in his apartment on
College Avenue in Berkeley, sur-
rounded by family and friends.

“We respected that,” said Dr. bi-
chael Friedman, the cancer special-
ist who treated Roth at UC Med
Center. “He was able to make his
own decisions and he wanted this
very much. There was nothing
more; we could do for him in the
hospital that he couldn’t get at
home.”

With both legs swollen from
blood clots, a tumor in his liver and
too weak to move without assis.
tance, Joc Roth died at 3:55 on a
Saturday afternoon,

" Clark, the offensive lackle who

was g0 moved by the song "Mira-

cles! falt sorrow and anger at
Roth's death.

“1 ean remember how sad and
unfair I thoupht it was," said Clark,
now the rugby coach at Cal
"You're watking down the street
seeing people use a life the way he
wouldn't and thinking it wasn't
fair. It was a horribly sad moment.”

With Roth when he died were
his parents, Lawrence and Lena
Roth; older brother Tom Roth and
his wife Kim, head coach Mike
White and his secretary, Bonnie
Miller; and several teammates, in-
cluding Bob Warner.

“It's something you hope to God
you don't have 1o go through
again,” Warner said.

In those final two days, family
members and friends took turns at-
tending 1o Joe in four-hour shifts.

“Joe had 8 green easy chair on a
tleck in the back of the apartment,”
Warner =aid. “He wanted to be
there, put his feet up and watch the
sun comwe up,”

DEALING WITH DEATH

Indeed, it was Joe Hoth's almost
cavalier atiitude toward his im-
pending death that impressed peo-
ple then and still impresses them
today, a decade later.

But, then, Roth had fought can-
cer before, On May, 13, 1074, while
at Grossmont Junior Celdlege in San
Diego, he had had a malignant
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In 1976, Cal's Joe Roth was named an All-American quarterback by the Sporting News

later showed the melanoma had
spread to Roth's bones, skin and
1
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" said. “The pro scouts were still after

him. We faked it. We said he hat a
bad hack., We pulled the son of a
gun off."

The charade could only last so
long, of course, [t came tumbling
down like so many sand castles on

-the beach at Waikiki, Word of

Roll's cancer recurrence leaked
out in early January, 1977, while he
was in Honoluly preparing for the
Hula Bowl,

Like Joe Louis' famous stale
ment aboutl Billy Conn, Joe Roth
could run but he couldn't hide.

“Peaple just hounded him, 1t was
tragie,” teammate Duane Williams
said, “But the way he handled it, he
did not want the people to make a
hig deal out of it. He didn't want to
dwell on the misery of it all."

Roth played in that Hula Bowl,
but net well. He completed just
four of 11 passes for 11 yards while
trying to put forth & brave front.

“Nobody knew the battle he was
fighting,” Williams said, “Here 1
wanted 1o cry and he was stronger
than a bull. It's hard to understand
how he could have that kind of
inner strength.”

It was that inner strength that
allowed a dying Joe Roth to rally
one final time and play one more
football game, his last, on Jan. 15,
1977, in the Japan Bowl in Tokyo.
He played amazingly well, given
the circumstances, as his West team
beat the East, 21-10. Roth completed
tive of six passes for just under 100
yards, !

Cal teammate Ted Albrecht, who
would be a first-round draft choice

played with Roth in the Japan
Bowl.

“What surprised me was when
we gol to Japan, he got a second
wind," Albrecht said. “He threw for
about 200 yards and completed
about 70 percent of his passes, Peo-
ple said he can't be sick. Everyone
was quite surprised.”

“He gol stronger over there"
Mike White said. “Christ, he played
half the game, That's a2 month be-
fore he died, for Christ’s sake."

News of Roth's grave condition
had crossed the Pacific Ocean to
Japan, White said. “Those people
loved him,"” the former Cal coach
said. “They were bringing him
Lerbs, magic potions. Joe was the
hit of the game.”

of the Chicago Bears that spring,.
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18, he would certainly benefit from i
that. He would have influenced my |/

son more than anvbody I've ever
lenown. To be around Joe was the
great reward, really one of the high
points of my life.”

THE UNIVERSITY REMEMBERS

The only football jersey ever re-
tired by the University of Califor-
nia, Roth's royal blue Mo, 12, hangs
limply in a display case in the Hall
of Fame Room at Memorial Stadi-
um. A black pateh bearing the in-
seription "Faith, Humility, Cour-
age” is sawn on one sleeve,

Within days of Roth’s death, the
university hegan receiving unsolic-
ited donations from a moved and
sympathetic publie,

The university declared the Cal-
USE game in 1077 4nd Cal-UCLA in

98 as Joe Roth Games. For those
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two home pames, a §1 surcharge ~

was added to ticket prices (since
disallowec in order 1o establish an
endowed memeorial scholarship in
Joe Roth's name. 5

Today, that scholarship fund to-
tals $190,168, The school awards one
football secholarship annually off in-
terest {rom the endowment, The
latest recipient, linebacker John
Geringer, was 12 years old when
Joc Roth died.

“1 know basically what he was
like,” Geringer said. "He.died of
cancer, right? 1 think it's a great
honor, From the things 1 heard of
him, he was a great man. I feel
fortunate that I gol elected for that
award”

THE DRY HUWMOR OF JOE ROTH

Lest one get the impression Joe
Roth was born a chioir hoy and died
a saint, there was & mischievous
side to the voung man as well,
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He was enough of a charmer, in |

his unpretentious way, thal women
stucdents used to hake cakes and
cookies and drop them off covertly
outside his apartment door,

Envolling for classes at Cal is one
of the greatest hassles students go
through, Erstwhile Boy Scout Joe
Roth often Jeit this unpleasant tusk
to his buddy Fred Besang while he
was off visiting his family, “The
jerk was always going back to Idaho
and I had to enroll for him,"” Besana
said good-naturedly.

“T'mosure Joe had his viees like

overyone else”" teammate Burl To- |






